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“华安，连城，永安，漳平，泉港一中，龙海二中”六校联考

2014-2015下期第二次月考高二英语试题

（时间：120分钟      总分：150分）

命题人：连城一中  官福凤   审题人：连城一中 童燕

第Ⅰ卷（满分105分）

第一部分  听力（共两节，满分30分）

第一节（共5小题；每小题1.5分，满分7.5分）

听下面5段对话。每段对话后有一个小题，从题中所给的A、B、C三个选项中选出最佳选项，并标在试卷的相应位置。听完每段对话后，你都有10秒钟的时间来同答有关小题和阅读下一小题。每段对话仅读一遍。

请听下面5段对话，选出最佳选项。每段对话仅读一遍。

1. What season do you think it may be? 

A. Autumn.




B. Summer




C. Winter

2. Where does the conversation most likely take place?

A. At the bank

  

B. In the post office


C. In the library

3. Which book has the man bought?

A. Physics book      

B. English book      

C. History book

4. What does the woman mean?

A. She is going to the shopping center  


B. She can’t go with the man 

C. She is going to the chemistry lab.

5. What kind of bag will the woman buy?

A. A red one     


B. A blue one       

C. The bigger one

第二节（共15小题；每小题1.5分，满分22.5分）

听下面5段对话或独白。每段对话或独白后有几个小题，从题中所给的A、B、C三个选项中选出最佳选项，并标在试卷的相应位置。听每段对话或独白前，你将有时间阅读各个小题，每小题5秒钟；听完后，各小题将给出5秒钟的作答时间。每段对话或独白读两遍。

听第6段材料，回答第6-7题。

6. How many children are there in the woman’s family?

A. Eleven    



B. Six.   




C. Twelve

7. What does the woman’s father do?

A. He sells food    


B. He flies planes    
 
C. He drives a taxi.

听第7段材料，回答第8-9小题。

8. What are the speakers doing?

A. Sitting in a classroom 

B. Exercising in a gym.     
C. Working in an office.

9. What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?
 A. Friends.




B. Classmates.



C. Teacher and student 

听第8段材料，回答第10-12小题。

10. When does the conversation most likely take place?
 A. At the beginning of the semester   


B. At the end of the semester.  

C. During the vacation.

11. What does the woman suggest the man do?

A. Study hard.  



B. Take a break.  


C. Take a test.

12. What is the result of their last game?

A. the man won.



B. the woman won.


C. Not mentioned.

听第9段材料，回答第13-16小题。

13. What is the man going to do in the evening?

A. Take an exam       

B. Study at home.     

C. Look for a job.

14. What exam will the man take?

A. The entrance exam .  

B. The mid-term exam   
C. The final exam

15. What does the man think of the coming exam?

A. Easier than the last one 
B. Harder than the last one
C. He won’t past

16. What does the man think of the present job?

A. He isn’t satisfied with it.   

 B. It’s the best one in the world.   


C. It’s the worst one in the world.

听第10段材料，回答第17-20小题。

17. In which way are the first child and the only child alike according to the common belief?

A. They strongly believe in family rules.
    

B. They tend to take responsibility for themselves.




C. They are very likely to succeed in life.

18. What do people usually say about middle children?

A. They grow up to be fuuny and charming.





B. They get less attention from their parents.        



C. They often have a poor sense of direction.

19. Who gets special attention in the family?

A. The first child. 
 

B. The only child.      

C. The youngest child.

20. What did the recent study find about later children?

A. They often did better in life .    






B. They believe in family rules .   

C. They followed orders.

第二部分  英语知识应用（共两节，满分45分）

第一节：单项填空（共15小题；每小题1分，满分15分）

从题中所给的A、B、C、D四个选项中，选出可以填入空格的最佳选项。

21. — Have you decided yet?

— No, it is still under discussion _____ we will elect Jim as monitor.   

A. how



B. whether       
C. which    

D. that

22. Rather than carry out the project by itself, the company planned to _____ with other potential cooperators.

A. catch up       
B. come up     
C. put up        
D. team up

23.— Are you tired of doing the same work day in and day out?

— Yes. I must say that never before _____ that way.

A. I felt        
   B. I have felt       
C. did I feel    

D. have I felt 

24. Nowadays, many university students choose to work part-time _____ they have lots of courses to take.

A. as though      
B. in case     

C. even though   
D. so that

25. Facing danger, men tend to increase blood pressure, _____nervous and anxious.


A. felt     

B. feeling     

C. to feel      

D. being felt

26. The voice from the small room was very low but every word was _____.

A. distinct 
   

B. similar
     
C. regular     

D. different

27. Many people are in _____ favour of the view that _____ media are to blame for starting the rumors.

A. the; 不填


B. 不填; a


C. the; the


D. 不填; the

28. —Why didn’t you answer me when I called you this morning?

—Oh, sorry. I _____ for a new job.

A. interviewed       




B. was interviewing

C. was interviewed    




D. was being interviewed

29. —It’s beginning to clear up now. What shall we do this afternoon?

—We _____ go out for a walk by the river if you don’t mind.
 A. would
     
B. must
    

C. could
     

D. should

30. _____ worries her very much was that her mum has been out of condition recently.

A. Who
        
B. What

    
C. Which       
D. That 

31. We have just planted some young trees which require________ carefully.

A. looking after 

B. to look after   
C. being looked after
D. taking care

32. She had a computer at home, and her parents recommended that she ______ all her work at home.

A.did     


B. does    
 

C. do
      

D. would do

33. Was it in 2000____ he was still in middle school_____ this boy became an expert at computer?

A. when; that     
B. that; where    
C. when; where   
D. that; that

34. Liu Lei insisted that he merely did what everybody would have done and strongly objected _____ a hero.

A. calling
   

B. to calling


C. being called
  
D. to being called

35.— Do you think I can use your car for one day? 

—. __________

A. I’m afraid not.           


B. No, you can’t. 

C. I won’t let you do that.    


D. Absolutely not.

第二节：完形填空（共20小题；每小题1.5分，满分30分）

    阅读下面短文，从短文后各题所给的四个选项（A、B、C和D）中，选出可以填入空白处的最佳选项。

For the past 15 years, Pauline has provided a lot of services to her local seniors group, Services for Older Citizens, a volunteer organization of 400. She updates computer lists, answers the telephones, delivers bread to local  36  , and helps organize teas and parties.

    Like many other  37 , this 77-year-old lady feels fulfilled (有成就感的). She also    38  that volunteerism helps her manage the  39  she lives with daily. “I have fibromyalgia (纤维增生), and my neck and back   40  at times,” she said.“When I am active, I  41   about it. Often when I get home, I think, ‘Oh, my gosh, I  42  the whole day without feeling the pain.’ I don’t like to  43  others about the pain, and it isn’t horrible. But I think volunteering helps me with it.”

    It appears that volunteering may  44  special dividends (红利) for seniors who have chronic (慢性的)  45  conditions such as arthritis, diabetes, depression, high blood pressure, or Alzheimer’s disease. 

   About 75 percent of US seniors and 86 percent of Canadian seniors with chronic pain say that staying  46  through volunteering helps them  47  these conditions, according to research conducted by the Home Instead Senior Care network.

The  48  benefits of volunteering are also  49  relevant for seniors with chronic conditions.  50  , 77 percent of seniors with chronic conditions say a(n)  51  reason they volunteer is to   52  feeling depressed (沮丧的), compared with 63 percent of seniors without chronic conditions.

    Senior volunteer Pauline  53  . “It’s a pleasure to be a volunteer. I don’t know if I could just sit around at home and do  54  . I think that would  55  me, if I had to stay home without anything to do day in and day out.”

36. A. citizens  

B. patients    

C. students     

D. seniors

37. A. teachers   
B. deliverers       
C. volunteers     
D. pioneers

38. A. expects    
B. doubts        
C. believes        
D. imagines

39. A. fear      
B. pain          
C. confusion      
D. anger

40. A. bend     
B. hurt          
C. broke         
D. damage

41. A. forget    
B. know         
C. think          
D. complain

42. A. got through
B. turned over     
C. searched for    
D. set aside

43. A. warn    

B. accept        
C. ask           
D. tell

44. A. catch    

B. pay           
C. decides       
D. take 

45. A. breath    
B. health         
C. safety         
D. anxiety

46. A. active   

B. careful      

C. patient        
D. share

47. A. consider   
B. prepare        
C. manage        
D. share

48. A. emotional   
B. physical       
C. economic       
D. cultural

49. A. immediately 
B. particularly  

C. finally        
D. rarely

50. A. In turn     
B. In a word       
C. For example  
D. Obviously

51. A. extra     
B. funny        
C. exciting      
D. important

52. A. enjoy     
B. risk            
C. overcome     
D. understand

53. A. agrees       
B. explains       
C. complains    
D. denies

54. A. something  
B. everything    
C. anything     
D. nothing

55. A. embarrass    
B. depress       
C. confuse       
D. surprise

第三部分  阅读理解(共15小题：每小题2分，满分30分)

阅读下列短文，从每题所给的四个选项（A、B、C和D）中，选出最佳选项。

A

Parker Liautaud, a teenage student, is preparing for an expedition (探险) to the South Pole. The 19-year-old is now training for a 640-kilometre journey from the Antarctic coast to the South Pole. If he successfully makes the journey in 22 days as planned, he will break the speed record for the fastest trip from the continent’s coast to the South Pole on foot. He would also be the youngest male to reach the goal, although a younger female once did it in the past. 

Parker says he was encouraged by the opportunity to raise awareness about climate change, rather than pushing his own physical limits. Ben Saunders, the British explorer who recently made an expedition to the South Pole and back, is an inspiring influence in his physical preparation.

Given that background and a training schedule involving two or three hours’ preparation a day, he might be expected to take a hiatus from his studies at Yale University. However, he is continuing his course in geology and geophysics, until he heads out to the Antarctic next month. While in Antarctica, he will be carrying out tests to help show how the climate is changing, including testing a lightweight weather station for the first time on the continent. 

Parker admitted feeling anxious about the journey, which he is carrying out with his partner Doug Stoup and is expected to complete in less than a month, but he said, “The best way to respond to pressure is to be as well-prepared as humanly possible.” 

56. During the expedition, Parker Liautaud will _____.

A. have a tight schedule         

B. face all difficulties alone

C. cover 640 kilometres a day    


D. drive all the way by himself

57. Why does Parker Liautaud plan to visit the South Pole?

A. To push his own physical limits.      
B. To do repairs to a weather station.

C. To do research on climate change.    
D. To finish a project in his university.

58. The underlined word “hiatus” in Paragraph 3 probably means “_____”.

A. prize       

B. degree    

C. decision     

D. break

59. What does the author mainly tell us in the text?

A. The climate of the Antarctic keeps changing rapidly.

B. A teenage student prepares for the South Pole record.

C. A 19-year-old boy has crossed the Antarctic successfully.

D. It takes courage to go on an expedition to the South Pole.

B

Your language course


Do you want to have a language course and a great holiday at the same time? Yes! Our school lies in Sliema, only a few meters from the sea, the beach road and cafés. The school is in an old Maltese building. Our teachers use a modern teaching method and you will learn English quickly. 

Brief information

	Class size: 10, at most 15 students

	Minimum (最小) age: 13

	Language levels: all

	Internet access: in the Internet cafe


The leisure (休闲) programmes


Our school and team leaders organize varied leisure programmes. There will be a welcome party on your first day. You will also take part in beach volleyball, and beach parties.


Other activities include: Discos, visit to Popeye Village, Water Park, bowling, cinema, ice skating (dif-ferent prices).

Accommodation


Family: You will live in friendly host families that the school has known for years. All families are near the school (20 minutes on foot or by bus).

Supervision (监督)


Our team of friendly teachers, team leaders and host families will always be there for you. There is also an emergency phone number for parents and students.


Dear parents, please note that there are periods of time when your children are unsupervised, for example on the way to school. We are happy to discuss any questions you may have. Please contact us by phone or email.

60.
If you want to attend the English course in Malta, you should ______.

A. learn English without the Internet

B. have a higher English level

C. be at least 13 years old 



D. be watched all the time

61.
Where will you live if you attend the English course in Malta?

A. In an old Maltese building.   


B. In a café in Sliema.

C. In Popeye village.





D. In a local family.

62.
What information can you get from the passage?

A. You can take part in any activity for free.

B. There are at least 15 students in a class.

C. It takes you 20 minutes to go to school by bus.

D. You will have a good time while learning English.

C

Kids think other children who wear glasses look smarter and are more honest than those who don't wear glasses, according to a U.S. study of 80 children. In addition, the researchers found that children tend not to judge other children who wear glasses in terms of appearance, potential as a playmate, or likely athletic abilities. 

These findings may help comfort children as they're fitted for their first pair of glasses, Jeffrey Walline, an assistant professor at Ohio State University, suggested in a prepared statement. "If the impression of looking smarter will appeal to a child, I would use that information and tell the child it is based on research. Most kids getting glasses for the first time care about how they're going to look. Some kids simply refuse to wear glasses, which they think will make them unattractive," Walline said. 

The study included 42 girls and 38 boys, aged 6 to 10. Of those, 30 wore glasses, 34 had at least one sister or brother with glasses, and almost two-thirds had at least one parent who wore glasses. The participants were shown 24 pairs of pictures of children. The children in each pair of pictures differed by gender, and each pair of pictures included one child with glasses and one child without glasses. The children were asked a series of questions about each pair of photos. About two-thirds said children wearing glasses looked smarter than those without glasses, and 57 percent said children wearing glasses looked more honest. 

The children's answers to other questions about who they'd rather play with, who looked better at sports, who looked more shy, and who was better looking weren't enough for the researchers to draw any solid conclusions. What was clear was that the children didn't consider kids with glasses to be unattractive. 

63. The passage mainly wants to tell us _____.

A. kids refuse to make friends with those wearing glasses

B. kids think glasses make others look smart and honest

C. most children in the United States have to wear glasses

D. everybody in America wants to wear a pair of glasses

64. Some children don’t want to wear glasses because _____.

A. they think they will look ugly


B. they have very good eyesight

C. they don’t want to be attractive


D. they will look much smarter

65. The study was carried out by all of the following EXCEPT _____.

A. showing children some pictures

B. making children wear glasses

C. asking children some questions

D. choosing 80 children participants

66. From the study, the researchers concluded that _____.

A. children know who will be their best playmate

B. children can tell the shy kids from the brave

C. children don’t know how to answer questions

D. chilren don’t think kids with glasses are ugly
D

Stressed-out Singapore named its happiest person on Thursday at a conference that aimed to make people in the city-state feel better. Andy Goh, 35, the manager of a local engineering company, was named "Singapore's Happiest Person". What’s his secret? “Happiness is not just money and staff, so you've got to count your blessings: health, family, friends, helping other people,” Goh said after receiving 200 dollars (148 US$) and a trip to the Thai resort island of Phuket.

Philip Merry, chief executive of consulting firm Global Leadership Academy, began his search for Singapore's most cheery people last month. The winner was announced at the end of the two-day New Science of Happiness and Well-Being Conference, organised by Merry and his wife. They found the problem that nine in ten people living in the city-state, Southeast Asia's wealthiest economy, said they were stressed.

The contest called for written papers, between 300 and 1,000 words, explaining why the candidate was a "model of happiness," Merry said. Nominees（提名者） had to be 18 years or older. A surprising 207 entries were received, Merry said. "I at first thought when we launched... 'are we going to get anybody?' Not only did we get 207 stories but we've got such fantastic stories," he said. "There are a lot of happy people that we just don't talk about or recognize."

Nominees were cut down to four finalists including Zaibun Siraj, 61, a training adviser at a local company. She recently published her own book, "Zany, Zeal, Zest and Zing: The Z way to happiness." In the end, Zaibun's zaniness could not top Goh's simple prescription（处方）for feeling good. "Look not too far, as it's probably already close to you," the happiest man advised.

67. The purpose of the contest of naming the happiest person is to _____.

A. attract more people to the conference on Thursday

B. raise money for the poor people all over the world

C. make people living in Singapore feel better

D. tell people in the world money is not everything

68. The winner of “Singapore’s Happiest Person” will get _____.

A. a trip to the Thai resort island of Phuket

B. the prize of two hundred US dollars

C. the secret of being a happy person

D. a job in a local engineering company

69. Merry and his wife thought it was difficult to choose a happy person because _____.

A. nobody was interested in their contest

B. it would cost too much money to do it

C. there were too many people to choose

D. 9 in 10 people were living under pressure

70. The best title of this passage would be _____.

A. People Should Pay More Attention to Health

B. Money Is Not the Most Important Thing

C. Srtessed-out Singapore Welcomes Happiest Person

D. Many People in Singapore Live Under Pressure
四地六校联考2014~2015学年下学期第二次月考

高二英语答题卷

（考试时间：120分钟   总分：150分）

第Ⅱ卷（满分45分）

[image: image1.png]第四部分  写作（共三节，满分45分）

第一节：词汇题（根据句中要求写出下列单词或短语）10分 

71.It never o_____ to me that such a naughty boy should become a minister later.

72.Sometimes people cannot express their thoughts by _____of words.

73. All my sister’s hard work _____off in the end; she finally got a PHD in medicine.

74. The Internet has made it easy for people to o_____ information at home.

75. After ________ (退休) from his work, he spent the rest of his life in the countryside.

76. As far as he is _______, thoughts can be expressed with music.

77.The ____ ( 大部分)of people agree that the law will help to protect the wildlife.

78. He _____his success to his friends’ help after he got the first prize.

79. All their attempts to rescue the child were in _____. He died soon afterwards.

80. He _____(滑倒) and fell when he was trying to clean the window.

71. ____________
72. _____________ 
73. ____________  
74. ____________ 

75. ____________ 
76. _____________
77. ____________  
78. ____________

79. ____________ 
80. _____________

第二节：短文填词（共10小题；每小题1分，满分10分）

阅读下面短文，根据以下提示：1）汉语提示，2）首字母提示，3）语境提示，在每个空格内填入一个适当的英语单词，并将该词完整地写在下方相对应的横线上。所填单词要求意义准确，拼写正确。 

Xie Lei left her motherland for London to complete a business qualification.She strongly r_81__ the preparation course, _82_ helped her to get used to the academic requirements of a Western university. She lived with a h__83_ family who not only gave her lots of good advice, but also were a great __84__(安慰) to her. At the beginning, she was numb __85__ shock when she saw she just got an E for her essay, but her tutor told her that she should a__86__ other people if she wrote what they had said. At present, she feels much __87__ at home in England. She has been so o__88_ with work that she hasn’t have enough time for __89__(社交)activities,but she thinks it’s important to have a __90_(平衡) between them.She joined some clubs and made lots of new friends. 

81. ____________
82. _____________ 
83. ____________  
84. ____________ 

85. ____________ 
86. _____________ 
87. ____________  
88. ____________

89. ____________ 
90. _____________
第三节：书面表达（满分25分）
假设你叫李华, 最近你校要求高三学生一天跑操三次，对是否有必要一天跑三次你班同学进行了激烈的讨论。请你根据下列表格内容提示，用英语写一篇短文，介绍讨论情况，并发表自己的见解。词数:120左右

	60%的学生赞成
	30%的学生反对
	你的看法

	1.让大脑休息，使复习效果更好。2.增强体质，放松心情。
	1.浪费时间，运动后很兴奋，较长时间不能复习功课。

2. 出汗后容易感冒。
	？


Recently, a hot issue has been under discussion in our class, which is whether it is necessary for Senior Three students to go running three times a day. __________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
“华安、连城、永安、漳平一中，龙海二中，泉港一中”六校联考

2014~2015学年下学期第二次月考

高二英语参考答案

听力理解（共20小题；每小题1.5分, 满分30分）

1-5 CABBA   6-10 CCBAB    11-15 BBBCB   
16-20 ACBCA

单项填空（共15小题；每小题1分，满分15分）

21-25 BDDCB    26—30 ADDCB    31-35 ACADA

完形填空（共20小题；每小题1.5分，满分30分） 

36-40 DCCBB   41-45 AADBB    46-50 ACABC  51-55 DCADB

阅读理解（共15小题；每小题2分，满分30分） 

56-59  ACDB     60-63 CDD  64-67 BABD    68-70 CADC
词汇题（根据句中要求写出下列单词或短语）10分               

第一节 71.occurred  72. means  73. paid  74. obtain  75. retiring/retirement  

76. concerned 77. majority 78. owed  79. vain  80. slipped 

第二节 短文填词（共10小题；每小题1分，满分10分）

81.recomdended  82.which  83. host  84.comfort  85. with  86. acknowledge 

87. more  88. occupied  89. social  90. Balance
书面表达（满分25分）

Recently, a hot issue has been under discussion in our class, which is whether it is necessary for Senior Three students to go running three times a day. Students’ opinions are divided.

   The majority of students are in favor of it.They think running is the best way to refresh them and thus the study efficiency can be improved. After running, they will be relaxed and healthy, which can help them learn better.

  However, some students have the opposite opinion, arguing that there is no need to do so. On the one hand, it is a waste of time becauset it is difficult to calm down and concentrate on lessons after running. On the other hand,those who sweat may catch a cold easily.

As far as I’m concerned, running of course does good to us, but there seems no need to run so many times a day.
听力材料：

Text 1

M: Have you finished your homework, Jane?

W: Not yet. The temperature is so low that my hands are freezing.

Text 2

W: May I help you, sir?

M: Yes, please. I’d like to open a checking account.

W: Fine. Will you fill out this form, please?

Text 3

W: Have you bought your books yet?

M: I got my English book, but the physics and history books were sold out.

Text 4

M: Are you going to the shopping center tonight?

W: Tonight? I have to work on my chemistry exam tomorrow.

Text 5

W: How much are these bags?

M: The red ones sell for $3.50 each and the blue ones for $ 4.50 each.

W: I’ll take the cheaper one then.

Text 6

M: Hi, Alice. Anybody sitting here?

W: Oh, hi, Tyler. No, have a seat.

M: Thanks. Hey, in class today I heard you say that you have a big family.

W: That’s right. I’ve got six brothers and five sisters.

M: Wow! That’s pretty big. Are you the eldest?

W: No. I’m the second eldest.

M: What do your parents do?

W: Well, my father drives a cab. He works out at the airport at night. My mother run a small family store.

M: I guess a food store like that would come in handy if you had a large family.

Text 7

W: Hey, Sam! Long time no see.

M: Sally! How is everything going with your? I haven’t seen you here at the gym for ages.

W: Yeah, I’ve just been too busy to work out.

M: How is school going with you?

W: Everything is OK except for an 8:00 math class I have.

M: That is early! Say, it isn’t Room 204, is it?

W: Yes, it is. Why?

M: Oh, a friend of mine is in that class.

W: Really? What’s his name?

M: Zack Peterson. Do you know him?

W: I think so. What color is his hair?

M: He’s a carrot-top.

W: Yeah, that’s him. He likes the morning math class as much as I do.

Text 8

M: I can’t wait until this week is over. All those final exams are driving me crazy.

W: Well, why don’t you take a break and do something that will take your mind off your test?

M: Like what?
 W: I don’t know. How about tennis?

M: That’s not a bad idea, but my tennis racket is still in the shop.

W: Well, then how about a game of table tennis? You did promise me to play again before vacation.

M: I know, but it’s embarrassing to lose all the time, especially to beginner.

W: Oh, come on. I’ve beaten you once, and it was just beginner’s luck.

M: Fine, I’ll accept. Where do you want to play now, at Harf or Cannis?

W: I like Harf.

M: OK, let’s go.

Text 9

W: What are you going to do tonight?

M: Oh, I’m going to stay at home and study. My final exam is coming up next week.

W: Is it going to be very difficult?

M: It will be harder than the mid-term exam. I’m sure.

W: Was that one difficult?

M: It was the most difficult exam that I’d ever had.

W: Then maybe this one will be easier.

M: Well, I’m going to spend more time studying for it.

W: What are you going to do after the exam?

M: I don’t know. Maybe I’ll look for a better job.

W: What’s the matter with this job?

M: It isn’t the worst job in the world, but it isn’t the best job, either.

W: Do you want to work for a bigger company?

M: I want to get ahead, I want to make more money.

Text 10 

W: Where do you come in the birth order of your family? Are you the first or the last child in your family, of are you a middle or only child? Some people think it matters where you are born in your family. But there are different ideas about what birth order means. Some people say that the oldest child is smart and strong-willed, and be or she is very likely to be successful. The reason for this is simple. Parents have a lot of time for their first child. They give him or her a lot of attention. So this child is very likely to do well. An only child will succeed for the same reason. What happens to the other children in the family? Middle children don’t get so much attention. So they don’t feel that important. If a family has many children, the middle one sometimes gets lost in the crowd. The youngest child then often gets special treatment. He or she is they baby. Often this child grows up funny and charming.

Do you believe this idea about birth order, too? A recent study saw things quite differently. The study found that first children believed in family rules. They didn’t take many chances in their lives. They usually followed orders. Rules didn’t mean as much to later children in a family. They went out and followed their own ideas. They took chances and they often did better in life.
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